[DNA synthesis in the foam cells of the vascular wall in experimental atherosclerosis in rabbits].
Proliferative activity of the aortic intima cells in the course of experimental rabbit hypercholesterolemia is studied. The most intensive DNA synthesis was found in macrophages and smooth cells transforming into the foam cells as shown by electron-microscopic radioautographic analysis. DNA synthesis by damaged and dying foam cells is shown. Cytophotometric analysis showed the small proportion of foam cells in the atherosclerotic lesions to be polyploid.